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character of a great teacher to remember that
one of these sayings is in the well-known
forged passage at the end of the second gospel,
and that the other occurs only in the late and
legendary fourth gospel; both being described
as spoken under utterly Impossible circum-
stances. These precepts belong to the Church
and not to the Gospel. But whoever wrote
either of them down as a deliverance of one
whom he supposed to be a divine teacher, has
thereby written down himself as a man void of
intellectual honesty, as a man whose word can-
not be trusted, as a man who would accept and
spread about any kind of baseless fiction for
fear of believing too little.

So far as to the manner of religious belief.
Let us now inquire what bearing morality has
upon its matter. We may see at once that this
can only be indirect; for the Tightness or wrong-
ness of belief in a doctrine depends only upon
the nature of the evidence for it, and not upon
what the doctrine is. But there is a very
important way in which religious doctrine may
lead to morality or immorality, and in which,
therefore, morality has a bearing upon doctrine.
It is when that doctrine declares the character
and actions of the Gods who are regarded as
objects of reverence and worship. If a God is
represented as doing that which is clearly
wrong, and is still held up to the reverence of